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Conspiracy Cavalcade 

Question: ‘Who Killed JFK?’ 
Answer: ‘Does It Matter?’ 





By Allen Graubard 



First be forewarned that nothing new about 
the assassination of John F Kennedy came 
out during the weekend “Politics of 
Conspiracy” conference (January 31* 
February 2) held at Boston University by 
the Assassination Information Bureau 
(A1B). The Bureau is a Cambridge-based 
organization of people who collect and dis- 
tribute information on political 
assassinations and possible conspiracies 
relating to these assassinations. 

What is new, as Mark Lane, author of 
“Rush to Judgement," and other speakers 
pointed out, is the climate of opinion in the 
country today. The Pentagon Papers. 
Watergate, "dirty tricks" units, CIA and 
FBI illegal domestic intelligence operations 
have made many Americans, including 
Congressmen and Senators, much more 
paranoid. 

So first the old evidence was trotted out 
It goes back to the first years after the JFK 
assassination when a series of books and ar- 
ticles appeared which recounted all of the 
various ways the Warren Commission ig- 
nored or twisted evidence. The key point 
then, as both Mark Lane and Edward Jay 
Epstein, author of "Inquest" explained in 
detail, is the difficulty of the theory that 
Oswald was the single assassin, that he shot 
three bullets from the sixth floor window in j 
the Book Depository Building where he | 
worked, that one bullet wounded Kennedy “ 
in the neck and inflicted several wounds on | 
Governor Connolly, and that a second 
bullet killed the President by blowing off 
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ing counter-evidence is the famous 
Zapruder film, the showing of which was a 
high point in the conference. The violent 
backward motion of the President's head 
after the head shot hit is considered by 
many as conclusive evidence that a shot had 
to come from the front, that Oswald was 
not alone, and that the Warren Commis- 
sion was a cover-up. But even this par- 
ticular point is over a decade old: a 
Philadelphia lawyer named Vincent Salan- 
dria pointed out the backward head move- 
ment. using superimposed stills, soon after 
the Warren Commission report came out. 

These assassination researchers are clear- 
ly right, however, in thinking that the times 
are much more propitious now for a 
respectful hearing of the kind of thing 
they've been saying for years. In fact, the 
publicity following the conference — a 
front page article in The Boston Globe, a 
substantial piece in The New York Times, 
news service releases describing the 
Zapruder film and the claimed significance 
of what it show* — confirms that. And it 
also explains the one angry outburst of the 
weekend, when Mark Lane called on the 
AIB to scfwme standard* Jind notletihe 
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“something went wrong in 1963 and is ..till 
wrong," or, as Ogleahy put it. we diould 
attempt to restore the values of the republic 
"to cleanse the system." the assassination 
theorists hope to foster a movement that 
transcends normal politics. 

The approach is this: Get everyone to de- 
mand an investigation, whatever one's 
motives or theories, on the grounds that we 
all need the truth, no matter what it is. As 
Donald Freed solemnly stated: "the 
American people can stand the truth, no 
matter how terrible." In the position paper 
distributed by the A IB. Oglesby wrote: 
We all have an interest in finding out for a 
certainty what that truth is. If, os certain 
right-wingers (e.g. LBJ) have broadly 
hinted, the assassination plot of Dallas was 
the work of Castro partisans, then we all 
need to know that.” 

Of course, it's obvious that none of the 
people at the conference seriously consider 
thm any such "pro-Castro cabal" truth 
would emerge from an effective investiga- 
tion. What they expect is revelations which 



‘ criminal forces in the farm of the "Syn- 
dicate" will be uncovered, and that the ex- 



will have "radical" implications, that the 
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But T Lane and the others are right about 
the new climate, arc they right in thinking 
the JFK assassination and the call to open 
up a new inquiry on it are as they claim, the 
keys to a significant social movement? 

Yankaa* and Cowboys 
Ever since the movement of the '60s 
disappeared as an organized national 
presence, radicals have been on the lookout 
for an issue that could bring people 
together in a politically eiTective way, with a 
national focus that would illuminate the 
working of the system and move people to 
press for significant social change. And so 
some of them settled an "Who Killed 
JFK"" 

Now we're at the heart of the "politics of 
conspiracy." The reasoning put forward 
during the conference was that Watergate 
and the continuing revelations concerning 
the CIA, FBI. and other security agencies 
have presented an opportunity to mobilize 
people against what Carl Oglesby, former 
SDS national president and theoretical 
spokesman for the AIB, refers to as 
"clandcstinism." Then, by basing a cam- 
paign on the idea (hat. as Mark Lane said. 



posure of a plot and a cover-up will be a 
solid basis on which "progressive” and 
“left" perspectives and programs will grow. 

But this confidence really needs support 
from a coherent theory of the conspiracy, 
the cover-up, and the alleged political con- 
sequences; and this, tactically, is not part of 
what the AIB puts forward as its political 
program. Actually, the only theory 
developed at length was Carl Oglesby’s 
••Yankee-Cowboy” interpretation of 
American ruling class struggles. 

Oglesby presented his theory to a packed 
hall on Saturday afternoon. He spoke 
without notes or interruption for well over 
two hours, and his presentation was an 
eloquent tour deforce. It presented a picture 
of American political development, built 
around the metaphor of "Yankee mind" 
versus "Cowboy mind," or eastern Europe- 
oriented banking and monopolistic mul- 
tinational corporate "liberal Yankees" in 
struggle with Westward-expanding, 
Southern and Southwestern based. Asia- 
looking, frontier-minded, entrepreneurial, 
militaristic reactionary Cowboys. For ex- 
ample. David Rockefeller as against H.L. 
Hunt, Howard Hughes or Burry 
Goidwaier. 



Woven into the talk was a fascinating 
construction of the life and significance of 
Howard Hughes as the archetype Cowboy 
and a description or the interpenetration of 
high crime (Meyer Lansky and the "mob") 
Hughes' economic doings (Las Vegas. 
TWA, etc), and the political career of 
Richard Nixon, the mob’s man going back 
to 1943, according to Oglesby's conception. 

But a key point for Oglesby's theory or 
any politics of assassination is the inter- 
pretation of John F. Kennedy himself. 
Oglesby conceived Kennedy as seriously 
offending "Cowboy sensibility” by starting 
several "blistering radical moves" that 
would have eventually made him in some 
sense "the leading New Leftist." 

Kennedy is described as having an in- 
stinct that an important new departure wiu 
needed in foreign policy so as to ensure 
peace in a "system of rationality" such as 
Wilson contemplated, a system sensibly run 
by Atlantic-oriented monopoly-capitalist 
Yankees. And by talking about an end to 
the Cold War, by threatening oil depletion 
allowances, but most importantly, by his 
Vietnam policy. Kennedy signed his own 
death warrant. Such is the theory. 

(Continued on page I Of 
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